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On Sept. 3 in statements to reporters, president of the Guatemalan Episcopal Conference and head
of the National Reconciliation Commission, Bishop Rodolfo Quezada Toruno, said the extreme
poverty of the vast majority is the worst sort of violence experienced by Guatemalans. He said
that in Guatemala, nothing is done to reduce poverty and socio- economic inequities which are
exacerbated on a daily basis. Consequently, said the clergyman, the possibility of achieving peace
becomes evermore remote. Quezada Toruno mentioned three other types of violence. One was
described as perpetrated by "subversives" or Guatemala's guerrillas. This conflict, he said, will be
resolved only by political negotiation, and not by military means. Another type of violence, said the
bishop, is in response to subversive violence and in general to conflict created by institutionalized
poverty: repression in the "name of the law." The fourth category of violence, he added, is common
crime. The generalized absence of respect for human rights, said Quezada Toruno, leads to
death, terror and fear among Guatemalans. On the recent work of the National Reconciliation
Commission, he said, "In the past two months we have been involved in an internal crisis, result of
the [nationwide] strikes [by teachers and other public employees], terrorist attacks and disinterest
on the part of government delegates regarding the work of several Commission committees." (Basic
data from Notimex, 09/03/89)
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